
Year 1
Parent Information 

Evening

Strengthening home-school 
partnership



Information we will be 
covering includes:

§ Classroom and home reading 
experiences.

§ Monitoring reading progress at 
school.

§ Expectations for a year 1 student.
§ How to help with reading and writing 

at home.



We will also explore 
§ The year 1 Maths Program
§ How Maths is taught.
§ Expectations for a year 1 student.
§ Explore how to help with Maths at 

home.



Quality 
§ Teaching the school values
§ Building the class team
§ Helping students establish social 

links with each other
§ Setting up classroom processes 





Writing / Speaking & Listening

§Students being encouraged to 
communicate their ideas 

§ Helping students use their imagination 
§ Sequential development of skills -
handwriting, writing, spelling, speaking 
and listening
§ High levels of engagement
§ Link to Science, Humanities and Health 
content





Writers Notebook

§This year each class will have their own 
‘Writers Notebook’. 
§As a class we pick a ‘seed’ to think 
about and brainstorm ideas that we 
have. 
§A seed can be any topic, object, 
photograph etc. that we then stem ideas 
from.
§‘Writing is thinking’ this gives students 
freedom to write about anything this 
‘seed’ may allow them to think about. 





The Reading Program



Classroom Reading
§ The class program is 

carefully structured and 
planned to provide time for 
effective teaching.

§ It involves the use of many 
resources: books, web 
sites, games, parent 
helpers and support staff. 



Each reading session is made up of several components.
1. Shared texts are used to introduce the class focus for the 

week.
2. Students practise the class focus in a short independent 

reading time.
3. Students complete set tasks to practise their skills or read with 

the teacher in a small focus group.
4. Students share their learning with the whole class. 



In each reading session some groups of students will be 
completing tasks as a group or working independently at a 
task. These tasks enable each student to practise skills 
suitable for their particular stage of learning. 



Teachers use texts similar to the home reading books. Unlike 

the home reading books however, the texts used in the 

teaching program are very accurately levelled and designed to 

assist with specific teaching strategies.



The Lexia Core 5 reading 
program

The Core 5 reading program is an online 
reading program the school is using this year 
as part of its Prep to 3 reading program.
- Approximately 60 minutes a week in class 

as part of our reading workshop activities.
- Individualised program
- Skill practise in phonics, hearing sounds in 

words, rhyming words, comprehension and 
vocabulary skills

- Additional source of data to work out each 
child’s individual learning needs



Monitoring reading progress
How do we know what level 
children are on?

§Student records and 
assessment data are passed 
on from year to year. 

§The data collected is regularly 
analysed and used for 
planning.

§A major part of reading data 
is a Running Record.

§Running Records are taken on 
an average of once a month or 
when there is a significant 
change in a child’s reading 
behaviour.



Monitoring reading progress
A Running Record is used to 
find out if a child is 

§Reading fluently

§Understanding what they read

§Applying word attack 
strategies

§Thinking about what they 
read



Fine motor skills program
• Teaching handwriting skills and reinforcing 

their letter/ sound knowledge.

• Developing students’ fine motor skills 
using a range of activities and equipment.



Home Learning.
§ Adheres to governmental guidelines. 

§ Recommendation for year 1 is up to 30 minutes a day.

§ Reading 10- 15 minutes a day. Please ask your child some 
questions about the text.

§Maths home learning program ‘Monster Maths’. 

§Students will be assigned tasks from Mathletics to complete 
from time to time. They can do these activities at home if they 
have access to a computer and the internet.

§ Students will commence the spelling program in term 2. 
Information regarding this will be sent home in the home 
learning book.









Mathletics
• Beginning from week 4. Students will 

be set 1 task to complete at home a 
week. 

• It is based on what focus we have 
that week in the classroom. 

• It is the same login from last year. It 
will also be pasted in your child's 
home learning book. 



Spelling program
• Beginning in Term 2. Students will 

receive 10 new words to practise 
reading and writing. 

• They are tested once a week and if 
they receive 8, 9 or 10 correct they 
will go up to the next level and 
receive 10 new words.  





Home reading experiences
§ The home reading 

program is designed to 
nurture enjoyment and 
interest in books.

§ To establish routine.

§ Practise and maintain 
reading skills and fluency.

§ Keep parents in touch 
with what children are 
reading.

§ Further develop 
comprehension skills.



Students select their own books to take home. The 
books they choose are two levels below what they 

are reading at school.



Reading at home
Research tells us that what parents do at home does make a 
difference.

§Regular reading time

§Share home reading books and old favourites from home.

§ Try to read books more than once. It is very important in 
the early stages of reading.

§Talk about the book. Look at the pictures. What do you think 
the book will be about? Do a search for words which your 
child eg find me the word that starts with b……

§What do you already know about this topic?

§Pause, Prompt and Praise – This can be used to help readers 
when they come across a difficult word. 



Questions

????????????????????



The Maths Program



How we teach Maths
Our PPPS maths program is based on research of how children 

best learn maths and the Early Years Maths Program.





Focused Maths teaching sessions
§ The session starts with a whole group focus and then the children 

work on independent tasks to practise the skill. The teacher will 
work with individual students or small groups of students 
throughout the session.

§ The tasks are open-ended so we can cater for a wide range of 
abilities and extend each child as needed. We use a wide range of 
equipment and materials as well as games and computer 
programs.

§ At the end of each session we talk about the maths we have 
explored.



Early Years Numeracy 
Interview

•Across the year

•Individual testing

•Recorded online

• Checks for individual skills 
and understanding

• Results are used for future 
planning.



How do I know how my child is going 
in maths?

§ 3 way conferences 

§ Maths AFI’s 

§ Ask your child how they are going in Maths
§ Mathletics practice lessons and games

§ Talk to the teacher if you think your child is 
struggling to see what you can do to help



How you can help?
There are many simple yet effective ways that you can help your 
child develop their Maths skills at home. It is a great way to help 
children see the Maths in everyday situations.

§ Maths Monster activities
§ Short practice sessions ( eg whilst preparing dinner, in the car etc..) 
§ Cool counting and quick addition or subtraction sums.
§ Cooking activities- counting, weighing ingredients, sharing food, 

measuring quantities
§ Shopping activities- handling coins, weighing fruit and vegetables
§ Numbers around us- street numbers, speed signs, calendar
§ Playing games- web site games, dice games, snakes and ladders, 

Monopoly..
§ Calendar- recording family events, counting down the days, months...
§ Clock- o’clock times on different clocks
§ Shape search around the house/ neighbourhood
§ Giving and listening to directions eg left, right, forward, backwards
§ Mathletics lessons and other websites



Questions

????????????????????


