Plenty Parklands Press
Date: March 30, 2017 Issue 8

The PURPOSE of Plenty Parklands Primary School is to educate children as lifelong learners to shape a better Australia.

Principal’s Message
Calendar of Events
TERM 1 Week 9

Thursday
30/3





Friday
31/3






10.30am-7.30pm 3 Way
conferences, students do not
attend school except for their
3 Way conference when they
will be marked ‘present’ on
the roll
Compass Parent training in
the computer lab
BDSSA District Finals
Last day of term 1
1pm Assembly for whole
school
1.30pm dismissal

Term 2 Week 1
Tuesday
18/4




First day of term 2
Year 5 camp to Forest Edge

Friday
21/4



Year 5 campers return

Monday
24/4



Curriculum Day—no school
for students

Wednesday
26/4



Dental van examinations

Thursday
27/4



Dental van examinations

Friday
28/4



Dental van examinations

Monday
1/5



Dental van treatments all
week

Tuesday
2/5



Year 6 Canberra tour begins

Wednesday
3/5



Year 2 excursion to Zoo
Year 6 non campers to
Melbourne Parliament house

Friday
5/5



Week 2

Week 3



Year 6 students return from
Canberra

As you can see, Ms Van
Vliet enjoyed her wedding
last Saturday and certainly
looked beautiful for the day.
Looks like the guests
enjoyed it too. Now we will
just have to wait and see if
she chooses to remain Van
Vliet or will change her
name; stay tuned.

Quick reminders
Today – 3 way conference day approved by School Council. Children attend the
conference with you.
Tomorrow – Last day of Term 1. 1:30 finish. Year 1 to 6 assembly in the gym at 1:00pm.
April 24 Monday - Curriculum Day approved by School Council. Students do not attend.
Staff news
We wish Mrs Nicole Dawson and Mrs Liz Cokuzovski, two of our Education Support
staff all the best for their long service leave (LSL). Nicole is travelling with her family to
the US, while Liz is cruising around the Pacific. We look forward to welcoming them
back in term 2.
Kids’ news
Not sure what to do with the kids in School Holidays this April? Our local library has you
covered! Mill Park Library offers some great programs and experiences. I am sure they
will find something that interests them. These holidays, the library is your gateway into
secret worlds where fantasy comes to life and anything is possible. Come along and
discover the amazing secret worlds of stories, films, games and nature.
Solve... a mystery
Watch... a show or movie
Create... some craft
Become... a spy
Discover... gardens and bugs
Hunt.. for Easter Eggs
Holidays are also a good opportunity to involved kids in contributing to the smooth
operation of the family. Here Michael Grose gives us some benchmarks to help you, as
a parent, access how you are going as independence-builders. It is a hard one because
every child is different; family circumstances vary and culturally parent expectations are
different. However, for those of you who like guidance in this independence-building
area Michael made a list of 15 activities that he thinks most fifteen year olds are
capable of carrying out on their own. Remember they won’t do these magically when

2018 PREP ENROLMENTS
Principal’s message continued over page
Enrolment packs for 2018 are now available for siblings of
current students at PPPS.
Packs are available for collection from the school office.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSSAGE CONTINUED
they reach fifteen; they need to be guided and given lots of opportunities now to build the skills they will need. Numbers 3, 5, 12 and
15 are great ones primary school children can achieve, while 7, 9 are ones that they can contribute to with support.
Check out the list below to see how you (and your child) are tracking:
1. Manage their own expenditure
2. Catch public transport without adults
3. Get themselves up
4. Wash & iron clothes
5. Make own school lunches
6. Email, contact school about routine matters
7. Cook evening meal
8. Shop for personal items
9. Do significant family task daily
10. Fill out paperwork
11. Take a part-time job
12. Tidy bedroom weekly
13. Care for siblings
14. Arrange travel for extracurricular, after school activities.
15. Set aside money for a savings goal.
Good luck with it.
We look forward to seeing you back, well and re energised in term 2.
Claire McInerney

Welcome to Compass
Dear Parents,
Parent/Teacher/Student 3 way Conferences are being held today, Thursday 30 March.
We will be running Introductory Information Sessions about the Compass Parent Portal in
the Computer Lab and they will run for approximately 30 minutes.
Compass Parent Portal Information Session Times
Thursday 30th March, 2017 – Computer Lab
10.30am, 11.30am, 12.30pm, 2.30pm, 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 6.30pm
The Information sessions will cover;



Accessing Compass



Logging in to Compass



The Compass home screen



Student Profile



Messaging system



Attendance data



View and download semester reports



Parent/Teacher/Student 3 way conferences

Please note that if you are unable to attend one of these sessions a copy of the “PPPS Compass Parent Portal Guide” will be
available via the compass portal, a letter will also be sent home with details of your unique Compass username and password
login on the first day of term 2.

Please note as Miss. Shelden will be involved in running these Compass sessions, she will
not be available for 3 way conferences. If you wish to speak to Miss. Shelden please phone
to arrange a time to meet.
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3-20’s Assembly Performance
For our assembly performance we decided to
talk about what we have learnt throughout our
Humanities unit this term, which was called
The Game of Life.
We talked about identity, role models, principles,
ways to say no, ethics and cultures & customs.
We worked out that we have over 15 different
cultural groups
represented in our classroom!
Then we kept up the cultural theme by singing and
dancing to Tango Joe!
Thanks to Ms McKay and Mr Stanton for helping us
with our routine.
We had a blast!
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Hi, my
name is Andy
Broadbent and I am a
member of the Year Five
team. I am new to the
school and the area. I
moved here from the
Mornington Peninsula
where I taught in both
primary and secondary
schools. The staff,
students and parents
have made me feel very
welcome here at Plenty Parklands and have
made it easy for me to fit into the community.
I enjoy most sports, especially soccer and
athletics and enjoy keeping fit in my spare
time. It is a pleasure to be a part of a school
with such a positive culture and I am excited

My name is Katrina Gouramanis and
I’ve been teaching at Plenty
Parklands for four years. Before I was
a teacher I was a research scientist
at Peer McCallum and now I love to
do science experiments
and discussion with
students at school. I also
love to travel and have
travelled through Africa,
Europe and Asia. This
holidays I am going to
Vietnam! I love talking to
my students about my
travels and can’t wait to
spend the rest of the year
with my new students in
Year Five!

Hi
my name is
Lachlan Challis, I'm new to
the school and the year 5
team. I recently completed
my Masters of teaching,
and this is my first year in a
school with a class of my
own. I grew up in Echuca
and have lived in
Melbourne for the last 9
years. I enjoy reading, AFL football (go dogs)
and walking my two dogs. I've had a great
term 1 and am looking forward to the
remainder of the year.

My name is Diana Mitrevski and I
have the pleasure of working with
these lovely teachers in year 5.
This is my 18th year at PPPS and I
live in the community
therefore I know a lot of
PPPS families.
My husband Nick and I
have three beautiful
daughters and an energetic
dog; which keeps us
occupied.
In my spare time I love to
read. I am on to my 27th
book for the year.
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FIRST CONTACT
This term 4-31 have been learning about the lives of the First Australian's before European
settlers arrived in Australia and the causes and reasons for the journey of the First Fleet.

We’ve been thinking and acting like historians to inquire and learn about the first contact
between Indigenous Australians and European Settlers.

We mapped out the
journey of the First

We made some historical artefacts used by
Indigenous Australians and Europeans.
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You think you can dance?
With Plenty Parklands you can!
One of the many exciting events happening next term is the Prep to year 4 dance program. The program
is conducted by professional dance teacher, David Skinner to enrich the Performing Arts curriculum.
Notices will be handed out during your 3 way conference today.
It is hoped that all Prep to Year 4 students will participate in the program regardless of their past
experience or involvement in Dance. David will include some of the ‘old favorites’ as well as introducing
some new routines to today’s music.
The program will run for six weeks, beginning on Friday 19 May. Money and notice due back on Friday 12
May.
On Friday 23 June, students will have the chance to show off their dancing skills to parents at an open
dance lesson. Parents, you are welcome to attend and join in the dancing in the school hall on this day at
the following times:
Preps - 12:00
year 1 – 1:50
year 2 – 11:10
year 3 – 9:00
year 4 – 9:50
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Get involved in the School Banking program
Plenty Parklands Primary School is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program to all students.
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians to learn about money and develop good
savings habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver
account
through School Banking earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save
up and
redeem for exciting rewards.

The rewards available during 2017 are:
Cyber Handball
Colour Change Markers
3D Chalk Set
Tablet Case
Smiley Emoji Keyring
Volt Handball
Pencil + Tech Case

Epic Earphones
School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives $5 when a student makes their first ever
School Banking deposit and 5% on every deposit made through the school (to a maximum of $10 per individual
deposit).
Getting involved in School Banking is easy!
All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account. You can
open an account for your child in one of two ways:
1. Online
Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account.

2. In branch
Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification for yourself and your child, like a driver’s licence and birth
certificate.
If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account they can start banking straight away. They just
need to bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using their Dollarmites deposit wallet.
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YEARS 5/6 SPORT PROGRAM 2017
Bushrangers Vs Falcons (St Francis of Assisi)
Cricket– Bushrangers 132 runs to Falcons 150 runs
Tee-Ball– Bushrangers 14 runs to Falcons 2 runs
Hot Shots– Bushrangers 23 games to Falcons 3 games
Girls Volleyball– Bushrangers 0 sets to Falcons 2 sets
Boys Volleyball– Bushrangers 2 sets to Falcons 1 set

Wolves (St Francis of Assisi) Vs Redbacks
Cricket– Wolves 141 runs to Redbacks 146 runs
Tee-Ball– Wolves 10 runs to Redbacks 14 runs
Hot Shots– Wolves 12 games to Redbacks 18 games
Girls Volleyball– Wolves 0 sets to Redbacks 2 sets
Boys Volleyball– Wolves 2 sets to Redbacks 1 set

Interschool Sport Program - Grand Finals Friday March 31st
Congratulations to all the teams who made it through to the Grand Finals this coming Friday. Parents and friends are encouraged to
come along and support our teams. Please be aware of the code of conduct and to live by our school values at all games!
All games to commence by 9.30am and finish by 11.00am
Hot Shots Tennis:
Bushrangers V Rockets @ Mill Park Heights and Redbacks V Jets @ PPPS
Tee Ball:
Bushrangers V Mill Park @ YMCA and Redbacks V Wolves (St Francis of Assisi) @ YMCA
Volleyball:
Boy Bushrangers V Rockets @ St Francis and Boy Redbacks V Jets @ St Francis of Assisi
Good luck to all the teams who are involved in the District Grand Finals on Friday March 31st.
Intraschool Sport Program: Students to board the bus by 9.10am, to travel to Epping Leisure City. Games to commence by
9.30am and conclude by 11am. A reminder that there is ONLY training for teams involved in Grand Finals this week on Friday March
31st, commencing at 8.00am.
PREMIERS ACTIVE APRIL CHALLENGE 2017
The Premier’s Active Families Challenge provides a great opportunity for all Victorians to get active and enjoy the benefits of a healthy
lifestyle. It is a FUN and FREE initiative encouraging your students and their families to get more active, more often throughout the
month of April.
Registrations are now open! Families are encouraged to register and complete 30 minutes of physical activity a day for 30 days. To
sign up visit www.activeapril.vic.gov.au
In 2017, every Premier’s Active April participant will receive;

10 FREE YMCA passes or access to a local government recreational facility, one FREE “Get Into Cardio” Tennis session, 20%
off any annual membership with cycling Victoria, 15% off Sportsmart in store or online, a 2 for 1 ticket offer to SEALIFE
Melbourne Aquarium, one hour FREE tennis court hire at Melbourne Park or Albert Reserve, entry into the draw to win tickets
to the 2018 Australia Open Tennis Finals.
Intraschool Sport Program: It is being run YMCA Epping Leisure (Miller St. Epping). Students to board the bus by 9.10am.
Games to commence by 9.30am and conclude by 11am. The Intraschool Sports program will run on the following Friday’s: February
17 and 24. March 3 9, 17, 24 and 31. If there are parents that are available to travel on the bus to and from the venue pleas e fill in the
form and return it to school as soon as possible. Also you may contact Mr Scanu directly on
scanu.sebastian.s@edumail.vic.gov.au. or Julie Gatt on gatt.julie.m@edumail.vic.gov.au A phone
call will be made to confirm the parents attendance on any given date.

FUTURE SPORTING STAR!

Alyssa is our featured sporting star this week. Last week on March 18th and 19th she participated at the
Championships which were held down at the Meadowglen Athletics track in Epping. She came away with a
selection of medals. A total of 4 for the day. What a tremendous effort from our young athletics STAR!
The medals she received were in the following events: 3rd in long and triple jumps, 2nd in discuss and 1st in
the 400m. Congratulations Alyssa on such a wonderful performance.

WATSONIA BASEBALL CLUB
Watsonia Baseball Club is a family oriented club based at Loyola Reserve in Bundoora, the club fields six senior teams
and junior teams
With a dedicated committee and a talented group of club coaches led by former Australian and Olympic baseball
representative Adam Burton, Watsonia Baseball Club is keen to invite interested new members to come and try
baseball during the winter season.
They are holding a ‘Come and Try Day’ for juniors on Saturday March 25th 10am – 11.30am at Loyola Reserve
Bundoora. Come and meet the junior coaches and join them for a throw, a hit on the main diamond and to register your
interest. They’ll have a free BBQ and water/softies for the little ones too. Junior pre season starts the week commencing
March 20th. Junior games are played locally on Saturday mornings. The actual junior season starts mid-April and continues through to
August plus finals. For further information contact Murray Noble the club President on;
wbcpresident@outlook.com
0413 555 892
https://www.facebook.com/WatsoniaBaseballClub
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Assembly roster
31/3

1pm Whole school assembly

End of term

TERM 2
17/4

No assembly—no school (Easter Monday)

24/4

No assembly—Curriculum day

1/5

Whole school assembly

4-32 performance

8/5

Years 3-6

3-18 performance

15/5

Years Prep-2

1-23 performance

22/5

No assembly—Report Writing day

29/5

Years 3-6

5-6 + 5-5 performance

5/6

Years Prep-2

1-22 performance

12/6

No assembly—Queen’s birthday

19/6

Years 3-6

5-3 + 5-4 performance

26/6

Years Prep-2

1-21 performance

30/6

Whole school

End of term 1pm

LOST PROPERTY ROSTER
Fri

21/4

Anna Lettia

Fri

28/4

Pamela Hatzipanagiotidis

FIRST AID LINEN ROSTER
Fri

21/4

Anna Lettia

Fri

28/4

Pamela Hatzipanagiotidis

SUNSMART TERM 2

Reminder to wear your school hat in term 2 until the end of April.

STUDENT PERSONAL DETAILS
Have you changed your address, home telephone number, email address, work
telephone number, mobile telephone number, custody restrictions or medical
details? If so, please keep the office informed of ANY changes to details
relevant to your child/ren attending our school. It is vital that these records are
kept up to date so we can reach you in case of an emergency. We need to
make sure your child receives the best care we can offer.
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Plenty Parklands Primary School is pleased to be selling the
17|18 Entertainment™ Memberships as a fundraiser in 2017
the Memberships are now available to pre-order!

You can choose between the traditional Entertainment™ Book
or you can purchase the Digital Membership, which puts the value of the
Entertainment™ Book into your iPhone or Android smartphone, all for just $65!
The Entertainment™ Memberships contain over 800 valuable up to 50% off and
for-1 offers for many of the best restaurants, attractions, hotels and retailers in
Melbourne.
Each Membership sold raises $13 for Plenty Parklands Primary School to help
us raise much needed funds.
Order your Book before the 22nd of April and receive 6 bonus early bird offers
you can use straight away!
Please show your support by visiting the link below
and purchasing your Membership today:

www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/182g893
For any enquiries please contact:

LOST PROPERTY
To save money, name ALL your child’s/children’s clothing with both given and family names. If property is lost, first
check your child’s classroom (or specialist class they may have attended), then look in the Lost Property basket
outside the courtyard entrance to the Administration Block and then the Lost Property cupboard in the disabled
bathroom in the Administration block. This cupboard is accessible before 9.00am and after 3.30pm. A parent
volunteer sorts through the items at the end of each week and those items that are named are returned via their
teacher’s pigeon hole.
Any uncollected items of clothing will be donated to a charity at the end of the term.

2-
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Classified advertisements: The School and the DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND EARLY CHILDHOOD
DEVELOPMENT accept no responsibility for the goods or services offered in advertisements in this newsletter.

