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The PURPOSE of Plenty Parklands Primary School is to educate children as lifelong learners to shape a better Australia.

Principal’s Message
Calendar of Events
TERM 1

Congratulations to our 2017 Junior School Councillors who will receive their
badge at next Monday’s year 1 to year 6 assembly. Please join us for the
recognition of this personal achievement of our students.

Week 5

Tuesday
28/2




6.30pm Coffee & Chat with Ms
McInerney for Prep parents
Prep Reading Info Night 7pm

Week 6
Monday
6/3




Friday
10/3

Years 4-6 Dvisional
Swimming carnival
6.30pm Chris Daicos forum in
the school hall



Curriculum Day—Staff
professional learning—No
students to attend

Monday
13/3



Labour day-Public Holiday

Thursday
16/3



5-8pm

Week 7

Week 8 Planning week
Week 9
Tuesday
28/3




6-6.30pm Parent Volunteer
training
7pm School Council

Wednesday
29/3



9.15-9.45am Parent Volunteer
training

Thursday
30/3



10.30am-7.30pm 3 Way
conferences, students do not
attend school except for their
3 Way conference when they
will be marked ‘present’ on
the roll

Friday
31/3




BDSSA District Finals
Last day of term 1
1.30pm dismissal

Education helps parents bridge the gap between where kids are now and
where they want them to be. Build your parenting skills, knowledge and
confidence with these informative online courses from Michael Grose.
Term 1 2017 - Cracking the Confidence Code It’s a must-do course for
parents where low risk-taking and fear of failure is a constant companion for
their kids. This course will put the skills and know-how at your fingertips to
develop a real sense of confidence, competence
and mastery in your kids. February 24
Term 2 2017 - Raising Mighty Girls
Girls may have a head start on boys in the
academic stakes but life these days is not all
smooth sailing for girls. They are often harder on
themselves than boys, more likely to be
perfectionists, and have more fears. Unlock the
secrets to raising girls of any age so that they
become more confident; build positive self-esteem and body image; can face
up to their fears; build friendships and not cliques; face the challenges of
living in a digital world; build strong connections with fathers from a young
age; and make the most of their natural strengths. More details coming
soon…
How to raise independent kids. In a couple of
weeks, Michael will be visiting 7 areas around
Australia to conduct a two hour learning session.
You may like to visit his website for details.

Claire McInerney, Principal

IMPORTANT

CANTEEN NEWS

Please ensure you use the 2017 Canteen Menu as
there have been price rises.
If the money is not correct children will miss out on an item.

Principal - Claire McInerney
Assistant Principals - Julie Nixon and Alison Devereux
Business Manager - Kristina Elvey
48 Blossom Park Drive, Mill Park, 3082 Phone: 9404 4311, Fax: 9404 4702
E-Mail: plenty.parklands.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Website: www.plentyparklands-ps.vic.edu.au
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE NOW AVAILABLE! CSEF
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible famililes to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting activities. If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you
may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seekers and refugee families. The annual CSEF
amount per primary student will be $125. Complete the CSEF application form elsewhere in this newsletter and return it to the
school office. The form can also be collected from the school office or downloaded from the school website or from
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef.
Closing Date: You should lodge a CSEF application form at the school by 24th February, 2017. Kristina Elvey, Business
Manager

Family Life Program

Many parents find it difficult to discuss or answer questions relating to sexuality. Every year almost 40 000 young people and their
families participate in Family Life Programs. These programs are designed to help ‘break the ice’ when talking about the important
and sometimes sensitive subject of sexuality.
Thank you to the parents who attended the information session on Wednesday 8 th February. This session offered parents an
opportunity to find out more about the range of services offered by Family Life, talk about some of the issues or concerns th ey may
have about sexuality education and preview some of the resources used in the Family Life Program.
The year 4 and 6 students will begin the Family Life lessons this week. The program runs for 3 weeks.
Simon LaRocca and Clinton Lowes
Family Life Program Coordinators

STUDENT PERSONAL DETAILS
Have you changed your address, home telephone number, email
address, work telephone number, mobile telephone number, custody
restrictions or medical details? If so, please keep the office informed
of ANY changes to details relevant to your child/ren attending our
school. It is vital that these records are kept up to date so we can
reach you in case of an emergency. We need to make sure your child
receives the best care we can offer.

Lalor North College invite you to their Macedonian Musical Extravaganza on
Wednesday March 22 at 6:30 pm at the school, 114 Child’s Road Epping.
We have posters in the office or you can check out the Lalor North College webpage.
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INTRODUCING THE 2017 PREP TEAM
Hello, my name is Belinda Woodhouse and I am very fortunate to be the teacher of Prep 10
and the leader of the prep team. As this is my seventh year at PPPS, I love returning to school
to see all of the beautiful smiling faces of my previous students, seeing how they have grown
over the holidays and hearing of their holiday adventures. Most of all I love seeing the new little
shining faces of our new prep students. A sparkle in their eyes and big smile, ready for the new
and exciting year ahead. Our days will be full of learning and laughter. In my spare time I enjoy
reading, swimming and building my new house, especially with my family Daniel, Emma and
Henry. It is my pleasure to be part of such a special time in your child’s lives.

Hi! My name is Phillip Van Dorp and I am very excited to be part of the prep team again his year.
The students in Prep 14 have made a wonderful start to the year and I can’t wait to witness their
growing confidence in their learning. This is my fifth year at Plenty Parklands and my fourth year
teaching prep. In my spare time I enjoy cooking, spending time with family and friends, travelling
overseas and following the mighty Hawks! I am looking forward to working with all the enthusiastic
children in Prep 14.

Hi! I’m Jessica, or Mrs Marcy as Prep 12 call me, and I’m excited to be part of the Plenty
Parklands teaching community this year. Our class is off to a flying start with our ‘up, up and
away’ hot air balloon room theme, which is looking better each day as Prep 12 students’ work
goes up on display. I’m a proud new mum of a Dalmatian puppy Dot, and I love travel, baking
sweet treats and reading. This is my first year at Plenty Parklands, but over the last few years
while I was studying my Masters of Teaching and working at Mill Park Library, I volunteered here
a few days per month, so I look forward to spotting a few familiar faces as the year goes on.
Watch out for the Prep 12 children as they take on the world!

Hello, my name is Kate Fitzmaurice and I am very excited to be part of the prep team again this year.
This is my second year teaching prep at Plenty Parklands. I love the excitement of the first year of
school. I cannot wait to see Prep 13 gain so much experience and knowledge. I have a dog called Happy
at home and we love to take him to the beach for a swim. I enjoy basketball and going on holidays with
my family and friends. The students of Prep 13 are having a smooth transition into school and I am
excited to see them grow in all aspects.

Hello, I am Mariel Sibio and I am so happy to be teaching prep for the third year at Plenty
Parklands. Prep 11 has settled in so well and we are going to have a lot of fun learning and
growing together in 2017. I enjoy salsa dancing, gardening, playing piano, travelling and visiting
my family in America. I am looking forward to an exciting year!

My name is Marni Chambers and 2017 is my first year at Plenty Parklands PS. It is also my very first
year of teaching! I am a part of the Prep team and have been blessed with the amazing
students in Prep 9. In my spare time I like to keep fit, go shopping and of course socialise! I have
already been overwhelmed with the amount of support that has been offered to me by staff and
parents, I am beyond excited for the year ahead of me at PPPS!
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It has been wonderful to see our preps settle in so
quickly with the fantastic help of their year 6 buddies. The
year 6s have shown such care and respect for our
newest members to the Plenty Parklands community.
They have welcomed them by showing them around the
school and the good places to play. We have seen many
games of “Duck, Duck, Goose” and “Ring a Ring a
Rosie” where several buddies have joined to teach the
preps how to play together and make new friends!
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JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL
Congratulations to the 2017 Junior School Councillors
4-29

Zachary

4-30

Kira

4-31

Jonathon

4-32

Claudia

5-3

Marisa

5-4

Andrew

5-5

Alannah

5-6

Alec

6-1

Dimitri
Erin

6-2

Daniel
Charlotte

6-7

Noah
Hannah

6-8

Will
Jemma

Purpose of Junior School Council
Junior School Council is one of the school’s leadership programs.
JSC provides the opportunity to help achieve our vision
 for a school where all its students, staff and community enjoy coming and where they feel safe and cared for
 to help develop in our students, the means for them to create a more equitable society where individual
excellence is celebrated
 where the learning environment is underpinned by the interdependent partnership of parents, students and
staff
 where all school community members act in a way that reflects Plenty Parklands Primary School values
JSC also provides the opportunity
 To increase student participation in the school.
 To involve students in decision making.
 To teach students the processes and protocols to effectively achieve change.
 To make students aware of and involved in School Council.
 To develop a caring and responsible attitude to our school community.
 To be aware of wider community decision making.
 To enhance staff, the School Council and parent awareness of the students’ needs and priorities.
Protocols s
JSC to be trained in meeting procedures. JSC to share office bearers’ roles.
JSC to develop action plans and put into practice the correct processes and protocols for ‘making things
happen’.
A JSC representative to attend School Council meetings at intervals throughout the year.
JSC to be on the agenda at School Council meetings and either a verbal or written report given.
JSC trained in how to be good representatives.
JSC trained in making decisions.
JSC to organise feasible fundraising activities x 4 per year. Three national, one overseas.
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KEEP THIS DATE FREE: Thursday 16th March
5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Once again it is time to call on the generosity of our community for donations for our
2016 Family Fun Night.
We’ve had a fantastic response in the past and we are trusting that you will support the
Family Fun Night with some great donations again this year.
We are hoping to once again organise a range of hampers to raffle containing items
such as:
new toys, games, art and craft materials, books, hobby activities etc.
party items
pampering services and goods
chocoholic items (anything chocolate) and other treats within the ‘use by date’.
vouchers for donated goods and services
Plus, we are seeking donations for our stalls such as:
coloured hair spray
Plus, we have a pre loved toy and book stall again this year so we are seeking:
good quality and in good condition pre loved toys and books
We would be happy to help off load any items of good quality.

All donations will be acknowledged with a special
principal’s award.
Please bring all donations directly to the office.

Family Fun Night
Sponsorship

We are seeking sponsorship for the Family Fun Night 2017 RIDES. If you would like to sponsor
our school or know of a company that may be interested in sponsoring us, please contact
Antonella in the school office with details.
Any amount small or large will be greatly appreciated.
Thanking you in anticipation – The Coffee and Chat Group

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS YEAR’S FAMILY FUN NIGHT
WILL GO TOWARDS CONSTRUCTING A NEW SAND PIT AND SHADE
COVER ON THE SPORTS GROUND, BEHIND THE GYM.
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FAST TRACK Talent Show…
the City of Whittlesea’s largest talent show competition for young people.
Singers, Dancers, Musicians, Duos, Dance troupes, Comedians, Rappers, DJ’s and
anyone else with talent.
All performers must live, study or work in the City of Whittlesea and be
between the ages of 10 and 25 years old to be eligible to enter.
*HEATS: Saturday 25th April (11am-5pm) at Plenty Ranges Arts and Convention
Centre.
*GRAND FINAL: Friday 5th May (6pm-11pm) at Plenty Range Arts and Convention
Centre.
For more information contact whittlesea@fasttracktalent.com.au or visit the website:
www.baselinewhittlesea.com/
Apply online: fasttracksinging.com.au/apply-now/fast-track-talent-application.
Or call on 1300 327 801 (1300 FAST01) for more info.

Assembly roster for term 1:
27/2

Years 1-6

JSC Presentations

6/3

Years 1-6

Quality update launch

13/3

NO ASSEMBLY

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY

20/3

Years 1-2 assembly

2-24 + 2-25 performance

27/3

Years 3-6 assembly

3-20 performance

31/3

Whole school assembly

1.00pm

LOST PROPERTY ROSTER
HOUSE POINTS
20/02/2017
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Blue Bandicoots
Red Rosellas
Green Grasshoppers
Gold Goannas

Fri

3/3

Yessica Alvarenga

Fri

10/3

Katerina Grozdan

FIRST AID LINEN ROSTER
Fri

3/3

Yessica Alvarenga

Fri

10/3

Bianca O’Connor
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Volunteer Helpers at PPPS
Please note that if you attended a training session in the past, you do NOT need to attend another one. ‘Once trained, we have you
for life!’
For new volunteers we are offering two briefings this term

So that we can strengthen our interdependent partnership between Plenty Parklands school and the community we offer training
sessions for parent and community members. Over the years our students have benefited from the work and dedication of
hundreds of helpers. We are always ready and willing to welcome even more. You may be a new member of our community and
keen to offer your help while also getting to know other community members.
The sessions will outline your role and responsibilities with regard to Privacy, Work Cover, Harassment and Occupational Health
and Safety legislation. In line with our values, particularly those of Care, Trust and Respect, you will understand that the safety and
care of your children are the most important considerations when implementing a program such as volunteer helpers. Also with
legislation related to a range of issues it is imperative that ALL volunteers are briefed before they are able to help in any way at
school. You need only attend one of the briefings.
This training includes everyone who would like to start to help in any or all of the following areas; canteen, Parents Social and
Fundraising sub committee (PSF), interschool sport, uniform shop, classroom helpers (in any area of the curriculum), excursions,
special event days, fun day at the end of the year, fruit distribution, gardening, sports coaching, P.E. programs such as the Prep
Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) and any transportation of students. In fact, anyone who helps at the school in any way. Please
note that helpers on school camps have a special briefing prior to camp. The dates for term 1 are:
Tuesday 28 March 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. or Wednesday 29th March 9:15 to 9:45 a.m.
Remember that you need to participate in a training session in order to help in any capacity at the school. The briefing takes
about 30 minutes and will be held in the conference room (library) or staff lounge (staff room).
After completion of this short briefing, you will be welcome to help at PPPS at any time in the future in a ‘one off’ or ongoing
situation.
Please see this invitation as an opportunity to get to know other members of our school community while also providing the
students of PPPS with invaluable support and assistance.
Don’t worry; there are no hard questions to answer or problems to solve. You just need a willingness to help and we’ll do the rest!!
We look forward to seeing you at one of these sessions.

PLEASE SEE PATH BELOW TO REGISTER YOUR ATTENDANCE
For information about Volunteer Training and to register your
attendance for one of these sessions please go to the PPPS webpage.
Follow the path;
Forms and Notices, Volunteers, Volunteer Training for
information and registration.

Classified advertisements: The School and the DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND EARLY CHILDHOOD
DEVELOPMENT accept no responsibility for the goods or services offered in advertisements in this newsletter.
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Learning
is fun in
2-27
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Plenty Parklands Primary School invites you to a night with

CHRIS DAICOS

BUILDING RESILIENCE IN CHILDREN
PARENT FORUM
Monday 6th March 2017 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Today’s parents can be overly concerned for their children. We hear terms like ‘helicopter parents’ in the press, referring to those
overly anxious parents who probably are the ones who still carry their children’s school bags. Then there are the ‘too good’ parents
who don’t want their children to miss out or experience disappointment and just do too much for their children.
This interactive workshop will encourage parents to build their children’s resilience and help their children develop skills
in social competence, problem solving, independence and optimism.
The research informs us that a resilient child is one that is socially competent, can problem solve, and has the ability to see a
difficulty as a problem that can be worked on, overcome, changed, endured, or resolved in some way; has good selfesteem and autonomy which allows the child to cope successfully with challenges; and is hopeful and optimistic about
what tomorrow has in store for them.
Chris’ workshop on Building Resilience in Children is a two hour interactive workshop for parents/carers will leave you reflecting on
your parenting practices. It will encourage you not ‘to do’ for your child what they can do for themselves.
As a trained social worker and teacher, Chris has extensive experience in working directly with children and adolescents and
supporting staff. Chris has facilitated many successful professional development sessions for teachers and parents within the
private and public sectors on a range of topics from staff and student welfare to organisational health issues. Chris is also actively
involved in the tertiary sector, teaching students in Master of Social Work, Master of Teaching and the Master of Education (Student
Wellbeing) courses. To see what people have said about Chris’ workshops; visit www.chrisdaicos.com.au
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------BUILDING RESILIENCE IN CHILDREN – RETURN SLIP
Yes, I will be to attending the ‘Building Resilience in Children’ information forum.
Please note: this session is not suitable for children to attend. Adults only.
Child’s name: …………………………………………………………………….. 2017 Home group …………………………
Parent’s name: …………………………………………………………………… Number of adults attending: ....………….

Phone number: ..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Please return this to the Plenty Parklands Primary School office

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS: The school and the DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND EARLY CHILDHOOD
DEVELOPMENT accept no responsibility for the goods or services offered in advertisements in this newsletter.
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YEARS 5/6 SPORT PROGRAM 2017
Redbacks Vs St Francis Of Assisi (Wolves)
Cricket– Redbacks 144 runs to Wolves 92 runs
Tee-Ball– Redbacks 19 runs to Wolves 7 runs
Hot Shots– Redbacks 20 games to Wolves 10 games
Girls Volleyball– Redback 0 sets to Wolves 2 sets
Boys Volleyball– Redbacks 2 sets to Wolves 0 sets

St Francis of Assisi (Falcons) Vs Bushrangers
Cricket– Falcons 150 runs to Bushrangers 108 runs
Tee-Ball– Falcons 5 runs to Bushrangers 21 runs
Hot Shots– Falcons 10 games to Bushrangers 20 games
Girls Volleyball – Falcons 2 sets to Bushrangers 0 sets
Boys Volleyball – Falcons 0 sets to Bushrangers 2 sets

Interschool Sport Program - Round 2 Friday February 24th
All games to commence by 9.30am. First named school is the home team and PPPS home grounds are - Bat Tennis, Volleyball,
Tee-Ball all played at PPPS, Cricket at Kelynack Reserve (across the road)
PPPS Bushrangers Vs Mill Park P.S.

Findon Vs Redbacks (away).

For away games this week: Volleyball, Hot Shots Tennis and Tee-ball are at Findon P.S.
Cricket is at Findon Reserve (bottom ground)
A reminder there is Training every Friday 8.00am-8.45am for all interschool sports teams. The dates are: Friday February 17
and 24. March 3, 9, 17 and 24. District Grand Finals will be held on March 31st only teams involved in finals will train the morning of
the finals.
Intraschool Sport Program: It is temporarily being run YMCA Epping Leisure (Miller St. Epping). Students to board the bus by
9.10am. Games to commence by 9.30am and conclude by 11am. The Intraschool Sports program will run on
the following Friday’s: February 17 and 24. March 3 9, 17, 24 and 31. If there are parents who are available to
travel on the bus to and from the venue please
contact Mr Scanu directly on
scanu.sebastian.s@edumail.vic.gov.au. or Julie Gatt on gatt.julie.m@edumail.vic.gov.au A phone call
will be made to confirm the parents attendance on any given date.
PPPS SWIMMING TRIALS
On Tuesday February 21st, 58 excited students left PPPS to attend the swimming trials at the YMCA in Mill Park. Every student gave
100% effort and should be proud of their efforts. I would like to thank the following parents who assisted me on the day: Mrs Kokinoski,
Mrs Scott, Mrs Aslan, Mr Isaraj, Mrs Kyriakopoulos, Mrs Hamka, Mrs Karafilis and Mrs Khy. To the staff who attended: Miss
Gouramanis and Miss Van Vliet, thank you for all your support in making the day run so smoothly.

Physical Education & Sports Coordinator - Sebastian Scanu
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PLENTY PARKLANDS PS

PPPS 1915

