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The PURPOSE of Plenty Parklands Primary School is to educate children as lifelong learners to shape a better Australia.

Calendar of Events
TERM 1
Week 4
Tuesday
21/2



Wednesday
22/2





School and Family photos
Y4 Family Life lessons begin

Thursday
23/2



Y6 Family Life lessons begin



Coffee & Chat with Claire for
Prep parents 6.30pm
Prep Reading Info Night 7pm



School photos
BDSSA Swimming Carnival
Selected students Y4-6

Week 5
Tuesday
28/2



Week 6
Monday
6/3



Chris Daicos parent & staff
forum 6.30pm

Friday
10/3




Curriculum Day
Staff professional learning—
No students to attend

Monday
13/3



Labour day-Public Holiday

Thursday
16/3



Family Fun Night 5-8pm

Thursday
30/3



3 Way conferences

Friday
31/3



BDSSA District Finals
Last day of term 1
1.30pm dismissal

Week 7

Week 9



Principal’s Message
Great to have so many parents at our Volunteer Helper Training sessions this week;
thank you. Once you have your Working with Children Check registered at the
office and you receive an invitation from your child’s teacher, you are ready to ‘rock ‘n’
roll’, or in this case, be a part of your child’s school life in so many ways.
It was also great to welcome a couple of new parents to our Coffee and Chat group; you
don’t need to be a ‘member’; it is not a secret society. Just come along, have a coffee
and ask any question you like. I will answer your question, unless of course, there is a
confidentiality issue. Today I was asked about the assemblies and the newsletter, to
name just two examples. Watch the newsletter for future dates.
Same concern every year, same answer. Safety first, safety, safety, safety.
If you imagine that every child in a PPPS uniform is your child, you may find it
easier to follow the road rules and signs around our school.
It can be so frustrating, you just want to drop your kids off at school and go on your way,
or pick them up at the end of the day to take them to one of their billion after school
activities, but you can’t get a park close enough to the school. Why? Because every other
parent wants to do the same.
Solutions?
1. Walk if possible.
2. Park further away and walk a short distance or
3. Abide by the law and use the drop off and pick up areas.
It doesn’t hurt children to walk or to wait.
Two vital road signs you must obey.
This is the sign outside our school. It clearly marks a 3 minute
parking area and a No Stopping area.
“No stopping signs.
A driver must not stop on a length of road or in an area to which a
no stopping sign applies. Penalty: 3 penalty units.”
If there is a 'no stopping' sign, you are not allowed to stop or park
your car in, or partly in, that area for any reason.
In the 3-minute zone, you cannot park for longer than the time
shown on a parking sign during the times listed.
When moving your car to another parking spot, you must move it out of the area or length of
road controlled by the parking sign.”
One line marking road rule you must obey.
“No stopping on a road with a yellow edge line.
A driver must not stop at the side of a road marked with a continuous yellow edge line.
Penalty: 3 penalty units.” (Taken from The Victorian road rules in Road Safety Road Rules 2009
on the Vic Roads website.)
There is a continuous yellow edge line along our 3 minute parking zone at the front of the
school.
Keep safe,
Claire McInerney, Principal

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE NOW AVAILABLE! CSEF
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible famililes to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting activities. If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you
may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seekers and refugee families. The annual CSEF
amount per primary student will be $125. Complete the CSEF application form elsewhere in this newsletter and return it to the
school office. The form can also be collected from the school office or downloaded it from the school website or from
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef.
Closing Date: You should lodge a CSEF application form at the school by 24th February, 2017. Kristina Elvey, Business Manager
Principal - Claire McInerney
Assistant Principals - Julie Nixon and Alison Devereux
Business Manager - Kristina Elvey
48 Blossom Park Drive, Mill Park, 3082 Phone: 9404 4311, Fax: 9404 4702
E-Mail: plenty.parklands.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Website: www.plentyparklands-ps.vic.edu.au
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PLENTY PARKLANDS PRIMARY SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
2017 are here.
We have three parent positions and one staff position to advertise.
Ever thought about joining School Council? Now is your opportunity.
Our school council has an important role to play in our community and we welcome interested parents to join
us on council each year.
What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given
powers to set the key directions of a school within statewide guidelines. In doing this, a school council is
able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
Who is on the school council?
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership:

A mandated elected Parent category - more than one-third of the total members must be from this
category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their
child's school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school.

A mandated elected DET employee category - members of this category may make up no more than
one-third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of
these members.

An optional Community member category - members are coopted by a decision of the council because
of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community
members.
Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires
each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
Why is Parent membership so important?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the
direction of the school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also
find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
How can you become involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are
only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might seriously consider

standing for election as a member of the school council

encouraging another person to stand for election.
Do I need special experience to be on school council?
No. What you do need is an interest in your child's school and the desire to work in partnership with others
to help shape the school's future.
What do you need to do to stand for election?
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term 1
each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time line
has been varied by the Minister.
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can
nominate yourself in the Parent category.
DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work are eligible to
nominate for parent membership of the school council at that school.
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of
Election.
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be
conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.
Continued next page
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PLENTY PARKLANDS PRIMARY SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2017 (continued)
Remember
Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do
Consider standing for election to council this year
Be sure to vote in the elections.





The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions at PPPS are as follows:
Parent member
DET employee member
Community or
co opted members
Thursday 16th February:
Thursday 23rd February:
Friday 24th February:
Thursday 2nd March:
Thursday 9th March:
Friday 10th March:
Tuesday 14th March:
Tuesday 28th March:

7 members. Each member holds the position for a 2 year term
4 members. Three of these are for a 2 year term and 1 ongoing position is
held by the principal
To be determined by the council
Call for nominations
Nominations close at 4.00pm
List of candidates to be displayed
Distribution of ballot papers if necessary
Close of ballot at 4.00 pm
Counting of votes
Declaration of the poll
First School Council meeting to elect office bearers and coopt community
members

This year we have FIVE Parent member vacancies due to the end of term for Roger Baker, Daniela
Krstevski, Bianca O’Connor and Bobi Nikolovski and the resignation of Sally-Anne Conboy. I would like to
thank Roger, Daniela, Bianca, Bobi and Sally-Anneor their time and commitment to the council and our
school. All parents are eligible to stand for election again.
Thank you also to Meg Seidel (6-1) for her interest and expertise over her two year term on council as a
DET member.
As a school we are incredibly lucky to have members of the community who so willingly give their time to
ensure we have a dedicated and enthusiastic school council. While we take our responsibilities seriously,
we also enjoy a laugh or two.
This means that for 2017 Belinda Petkovski and Esref Avda will continue for the second year of
their term while we thank Roger Baker, Daniela Krstevski, Bianca O’Connor, Bobi Nikolovski and
Sally-Anne Convoy .
We have FIVE parent vacancies for March 2017 through to March 2019.
Are you interested? Contact the office.

If you are interested in nominating yourself or someone else for one of the five parent vacancies on
school council please come to the office and collect a Nomination form. Nomination forms must
be lodged by 4.00pm on Thursday 23rd February, 2017. If the number of nominations is less than
the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further nominations will be posted in
a prominent position at the school. Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations
received will be posted at the school and on our website. If you would like any additional
information please contact the Principal, Claire McInerney.
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KEEP THIS DATE FREE: Thursday 16th March
5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Once again it is time to call on the generosity of our community for donations for our
2016 Family Fun Night.
We’ve had a fantastic response in the past and we are trusting that you will support the
Family Fun Night with some great donations again this year.
We are hoping to once again organise a range of hampers to raffle containing items
such as:
new toys, games, art and craft materials, books, hobby activities etc.
party items
pampering services and goods
chocoholic items (anything chocolate) and other treats within the ‘use by date’.
vouchers for donated goods and services
Plus, we are seeking donations for our stalls such as:
coloured hair spray
Plus, we have a pre loved toy and book stall again this year so we are seeking:
good quality and in good condition pre loved toys and books
We would be happy to help off load any items of good quality.

All donations will be acknowledged with a special
principal’s award.
Please bring all donations directly to the office.

Family Fun Night
Sponsorship

We are seeking sponsorship for the Family Fun Night 2017 RIDES. If you would like to sponsor
our school or know of a company that may be interested in sponsoring us, please contact
Antonella in the school office with details.
Any amount small or large will be greatly appreciated.
Thanking you in anticipation – The Coffee and Chat Group

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS YEAR’S FAMILY FUN NIGHT
WILL GO TOWARDS CONSTRUCTING A NEW SAND PIT AND SHADE
COVER ON THE SPORTS GROUND, BEHIND THE GYM.
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ANTI LITTER AWARDS:

HOUSE POINTS
13/02/2017

Congratulations to the following students
for receiving an anti litter award.
1-16

Mia C

1-16

Ashlee

1-22

Moona

1-23

Grace

2-25

Sara

2-26

Ryan

1st
1st
2nd
3rd

Red Rosellas
Gold Goannas (equal first)
Greens Grasshoppers
Blue Bandicoots

Library Donation
Thank you to Thomas (6-7), for his donation
of games to our library lunchtime activities

.

Music Notes 2017.
We are beginning a ‘bucket’ drumming group at school this year. I have a few large, white
industrial type buckets being collected already, but would love to find some more. If you
have access to any that the school could use, please bring them to the Music Room (or
leave them at the Office).
Thank you.
Anne McKay (Music Coordinator)

Assembly roster for term 1:
20/2

Years 3-6

JSC Reps announcement

27/2

Years 1-6

JSC Presentations

6/3

Years 1-6

Quality update launch

13/3

NO ASSEMBLY

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY

20/3

Years 1-2 assembly

2-24 + 2-25 performance

27/3

Years 3-6 assembly

3-20 performance

31/3

Whole school assembly

1.00pm
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Plenty Parklands Primary School invites you to a night with

CHRIS DAICOS

BUILDING RESILIENCE IN CHILDREN
PARENT FORUM
Monday 6th March 2017 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Today’s parents can be overly concerned for their children. We hear terms like ‘helicopter parents’ in the press, referring to those
overly anxious parents who probably are the ones who still carry their children’s school bags. Then there are the ‘too good’ parents
who don’t want their children to miss out or experience disappointment and just do too much for their children.
This interactive workshop will encourage parents to build their children’s resilience and help their children develop skills
in social competence, problem solving, independence and optimism.
The research informs us that a resilient child is one that is socially competent, can problem solve, and has the ability to see a
difficulty as a problem that can be worked on, overcome, changed, endured, or resolved in some way; has good selfesteem and autonomy which allows the child to cope successfully with challenges; and is hopeful and optimistic about
what tomorrow has in store for them.
Chris’ workshop on Building Resilience in Children is a two hour interactive workshop for parents/carers will leave you reflecting on
your parenting practices. It will encourage you not ‘to do’ for your child what they can do for themselves.
As a trained social worker and teacher, Chris has extensive experience in working directly with children and adolescents and
supporting staff. Chris has facilitated many successful professional development sessions for teachers and parents within the
private and public sectors on a range of topics from staff and student welfare to organisational health issues. Chris is also actively
involved in the tertiary sector, teaching students in Master of Social Work, Master of Teaching and the Master of Education (Student
Wellbeing) courses. To see what people have said about Chris’ workshops; visit www.chrisdaicos.com.au
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------BUILDING RESILIENCE IN CHILDREN – RETURN SLIP
Yes, I will be to attending the ‘Building Resilience in Children’ information forum.
Please note: this session is not suitable for children to attend. Adults only.
Child’s name: …………………………………………………………………….. 2017 Home group …………………………
Parent’s name: …………………………………………………………………… Number of adults attending: ....………….

Phone number: ..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Please return this to the Plenty Parklands Primary School office

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS: The school and the DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND EARLY CHILDHOOD
DEVELOPMENT accept no responsibility for the goods or services offered in advertisements in this newsletter.
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PLENTY PARKLANDS PS

PPPS 1915
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YEARS 5/6 SPORT PROGRAM 2017
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A permission form for sport for all year 5/6 students has been sent home. The form is due by Wednesday February 15th. Please
see Mrs Caddy in the office if you difficulties in meeting the deadline. This year the due date for all sports events will strictly be
adhered to and NO late forms will be accepted and students will therefore miss out. We encourage you to pay by using
QKR.
Any parent who is available to attend the IntraSchool Sports Program (held at Epping Leisure City) between the hours of 9.00am
and 11.30a.m on a Friday morning, please see Mr Scanu URGENTLY or e-mail me on scanu.sebastian.s@edumail.vic.gov.au
Interschool Sport Program - Round 1 Friday February 17th
All games to commence by 9.30am. First named school is the home team and PPPS home grounds are - Bat Tennis,
Volleyball, Tee-Ball all played at PPPS, Cricket at Kelynack Reserve (across the road)
PPPS Redbacks Vs Wolves (St Francis of Assisi)

Falcons (St Francis of Assisi) Vs Bushrangers (away).

For away games this week: Volleyball and Hot Shots Tennis at St Francis
Cricket is at Redleap Reserve and Teeball is at the YMCA (Morang Drive, Mill Park)
A reminder there is Training every Friday 8.00am-8.45am for all interschool sports teams. The dates are: Friday February
17 and 24. March 3, 17 and 24. District Grand Finals will be held on March 31st. Teams involved in finals will ONLY train the
morning of the finals.
Intraschool Sport Program: students to board the bus by 9.10am, to travel to Epping Leisure Centre. Games to
commence by 9.30am and conclude by 11am.
The Intraschool Sports program will run on the following Friday’s: February 17 and 24. March 3, 17, 24 and 31. If
there are parents that are available to travel on the bus to and from Epping Leisure City please fill in the form and
return it to school as soon as possible. Also you may contact Mr Scanu directly on
scanu.sebastian.s@edumail.vic.gov.au. A phone call will be made to confirm the parents attendance on any given date.
VICTORIAN PRIMARY SCHOOLS’ SPORTS ASSOCIATION- CODES OF BEHAVIOUR:
The codes of behaviour are put in place so that the sports played are enjoyed by all and that there are no misunderstandings as
to the roles that everyone has.
FOR PLAYERS:
Be a good sport.
Play for enjoyment.
Work hard for your team as well as yourself.
Treat all team mates and opponents as you enjoy being treated yourself. Play by the rules.
Control your behaviour on and off the field.
Learn to value honest effort.
FOR THE TEACHERS AND COACHES:
Set a good example for your players.
Encourage and create opportunities to develop individual skills.
Teach a wide range of team skills.
Ensure that the sport is appropriate for the age group and the skill development of the players involved.
Teach your players to be friendly towards officials and opponents.
Give all interested students a chance to participate in training and in games.
Remove from the field of play any of your players whose behaviour is not acceptable.
Keep your own knowledge of coaching and the developments of the game up to date.
Team officials prohibit smoking during matches, pre-match preparation and post-match periods whilst in contact with team
members.
FOR PARENTS:
Encourage participation by your children
Provide a model for good sportspersonship for your child to copy.
Be courteous in your communication with players, team officials, game officials and sports administrators.
Encourage honest effort, skilled performance and team loyalty.
Make any new parents feel welcome on all occasions.
Do not interfere with the conduct of any events.
FOR SPECTATORS:
Demonstrate appropriate social behaviour.
Remember children play for enjoyment.
Don’t let your behaviour detract from their enjoyment.
Let game officials conduct the events without interference.
Support skilled performances and team play with generous applause.
Demonstrate respect for opposing players and their supporters.
BDSSA SWIMMING CARNIVAL (Years 4, 5 and 6)
The date for the carnival has been set for Tuesday February 21st between 9.30am-1.00pm at WaterMarc (Greensborough).
Permission forms have been given out and they are to be returned with the money by Monday February 20. My
apologies for the short turnaround as it has been out of my control. If successful on the day the
Divisional Swimming Carnival is on Monday march 6th followed by the NMR Swimming Carnival on
Wednesday March 15th.
PPPS wishes all the swimmers the best of luck!
Physical Education & Sports Coordinator - Sebastian Scanu

FIRST AID ROOM LINEN ROSTER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for caring parents to volunteer to launder the First Aid Room linen. This is done on a fortnightly basis, so the more
volunteers we get, the fewer turns you will have throughout the school year. If you are able to assist, please fill in the slip below and
send it back with your child.
Thankyou
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ye s

I

w il l

la u n d e r

t h e

l in en

Name:____________________________________________ Child’s name: ______________________________________
Child’s home group: _________________________________

LOST PROPERTY ROSTER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are seeking your support to volunteer for our Lost Property Roster.
This would entail coming to the school to sort through the “lost” uniforms that are stored in a cupboard in our administration block. Any
named uniforms would be placed in the relevant child’s home group, unnamed uniforms remain in the cupboard in the hope that their
owner will one day come to claim it.
If ten parents volunteer, this means you would be required to come to the school once a term.
Please consider offering your services as we have an abundance of lost uniforms weekly. Just contact the office staff to add your
name to the roster or fill in the slip below and send it back with your child.
Many thanks,
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ye s

I

w o u l d

li ke

m y

n a m e

p ut

on

t h e

lo st

p rop er t y

r ost er

Name:____________________________________________ Child’s name: _____________________________________

Child’s home group: ___________________________________

Opening Hours: 7.00-8.45an and 3.30-6.OOpn
For bookings/cancellations call Krjstjne on 9404 4516
Welcome back to the new school year! We hope you have all enjoyed the holiday break. We had a
busy week at OSHC last week with our 'what we did on the holidays' theme. It was great to hear the
children's holiday stories with the beach being a popular destination.
The children have been enjoying keeping active outside when the weather permits. They have been
participating in a variety of activities and games including soccer, basketball and skipping.
We are looking forward to welcoming the Preps this week and our theme will focus on all about me!' The
children will be working on our OSHC child profile map, where they can include their favourite food,
hobbies and activities that they enjoy doing. This will help us to get to know the children's likes, dislikes
and hobbies which will assist us in tailoring a program to suit them and their interests .
For bookings and cancellations go to www.campaustralia.com.au.

